
GBV encapsulates all forms of violence based on sex or gender,1 from physical to 

financial. Woman and girls disproportionately suffer from GBV, and men 

disproportionately perpetrate.2  

 

GBV is extremely prevalent in South Africa.3 It is one of the most unsafe places in the 

world to be a woman, with some of the highest rates of intimate partner violence.4 

During Covid-19 lockdowns public spaces were mostly closed, forcing victims of abuse 

to stay at home with their abusers thus increasing domestic abuse, a form of GBV.5 This 

is illustrative of the underlying discriminatory attitudes towards woman, which were 

brought to the fore by lockdown circumstances.  

 

South Africa has ratified international human rights instruments in order to protect the 

rights of woman and girls, therefore obliging it to eliminate discrimination against woman 

and girls, and to adopt legislation to do so.6 Furthermore, the Constitution promises 

equality, human dignity and freedom and security of the person to all people.7  

 

Current South African legislation is ineffective at curbing GBV.8 Our President has 

recently introduced 3 new bills to parliament that are designed to bring justice to the 

victims of GBV.9 While we are cautiously optimistic about these Bills, it is important to 

note that they are not aimed at preventing GBV, rather at securing justice after the fact. 

 

We therefore urge South Africa to adopt these Bills, and to take further steps to prevent 

GBV, to ensure that woman and girls can live the rights afforded to them by 

international law and our Constitution.  

 

Thank you 
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