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Why must we work together to create
safe spaces for children?
Children have the right; to protection, to survival,
to be safe, to be heard, to receive adequate care
and to grow up in a protective environment.

Children must be allowed to be
children!
It is the duty of adults to ensure that children are
safe. But, the true experts about the needs of
children are children themselves! Children must
be involved in the process of creating safe
spaces. Children must also be responsible for
behaving in ways that make spaces safe for
themselves and other children.
In all situations children must be protected so that
they can grow, learn and develop to their fullest
potential.

The United Nation's Convention on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC) is a legally binding
agreement that has to be followed by all
member states who are signatories to South
Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
The Convention spells out all the political,
economic, social and cultural entitlements that
should be guaranteed to children.
Simply put, The UNCRC lists all of the rights
children have to have because they are under
the age of 18.
The UNCRC is a game changer for the wellbeing of children across the globe. What makes
it more effective and far-reaching is that it is the
most rapidly and widely ratified (made legally
binding) of all of the global conventions.
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The Convention on The Right's of The Child

Children need a safe environment to develop and flourish.
Children need to feel safe and protected.
Children need to feel as though they can speak out and be heard especially in cases of abuse.
Children need the opportunity to develop socially and interact with their peers.
It is important for children to have good, strong role models within their community.
Children need the freedom to play outside.
Children need to be able to feel safe at school and travel to school safely. A strong protective
community can help prevent children from being recruited into gangs and using and abusing drugs.
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The Convention on the Rights of the Child outlines 54
articles. The articles are the protections and rights
afforded to children (any person under the age of 18).
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LET'S CREATE
A BLUE
WAVE
Why Blue?
Blue is the colour of the awareness
ribbon used to raise awareness about
and prevent child abuse in all of its
forms.

During the month of June, create a

We need to work together to

blue wave with The Justice Desk's

create safe spaces for all children,

schools and communities! Visual

but first people need to be made

campaigns are powerful tools used

aware of the importance of ending

to create awareness and leave a

child abuse in all of it's forms.

real and lasting impact on those
who see it! Tie blue ribbons or blue

Each ribbon you tie on the fence

material to your school fence in

represents a child who is a victim of

order to raise awareness about the

abuse. Look up the relevant

high levels of child abuse present in

statistics in your country and tie

your country. Countries all over

the number of ribbons on your

the world are experiencing high

fence. Prepare your peers so that

levels of child abuse in the form of

they are able to spread awareness

neglect, physical abuse, emotional

when asked about the blue

abuse and sexual abuse.

ribbons!

School/Community
Mapping
1
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Conduct mapping exercises with
your peers and community to
identify which places in your school
and surrounding community are
dangerous. Note where and when
students are most at risk.

Drawing a map of your school and
surrounding community allows for a
visual look into areas that need to be
changed, developed and transformed,
in order for them to become safe or
safer spaces.
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Give everyone in your school or
class the opportunity to add areas to
the map. Discuss the type of support
or work that is needed to make your
community spaces safer! School staff
should be alerted to dark corners,
poorly lit areas, open unprotected
areas where students walk,
unsupervised stairways and toilets
where students are at risk of abuse.

Once you have mapped out your
school and surrounding community,
start a campaign or initiative for a safe
school environment. Identifying places
within your school and surrounding
community that are unsafe helps you
to discuss and decide on possible ways
of transforming the space into a safe
one! For e.g. putting lights up in a
poorly lit area or organizing a security
guard for open, unprotected spaces.

How to run a letter writing campaign?

Once you have identified the
areas in your school/community
that need to be made safe. Start
a letter-writing campaign and
address it to government officials!
Send them your requested
changes!

Step 1: Identify the Issue. Before you start writing your
letter be sure that you know what the issue is you want
to address.
Step 2: Who does this issue affect.
Step 3: Identify how the issue affects those people.
Step 4: Identify who can do something about the issue.
Step 5: Write a letter to that person in the format shown
below.

School Address
Line 1:
Line 2:
Re: Subject of Your Letter

Letter-writing Campaign
Template

Dear (address the person you want the letter to go to e.g. Mr. President.),
Paragraph 1: Introduction. What are the issues you are writing the letter about? Why is
this issue something that the president and/or minister should know about? Why is this
an issue of importance to you and your school?
Paragraph 2: Telling a story of how the current context has impacted the life/lives of
children in your community or neighbouring school.
Paragraph 3: What is your proposed solution to the issue you have identified? What,
according to you, needs to be done?
Paragraph 4: What are your recommendations? In this paragraph you are asking for
specific action to be taken by either the president or the minister/s.
Conclude your letter by stating that you want to hear from the president or minister,
within a given time frame.

Sincerely,
Your name
Your position (e.g. Student/ Justice Desk Youth
Ambassador)

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS: CREATING SAFE SPACES

Activities:
PRESENT DURING ASSEMBLY
Create a presentation about Children's Rights and the
importance of safe spaces.
Use this presentation as an opportunity to create awareness
in your school. Never underestimate the impact of
knowledge-sharing! Those who know and understand their
rights are able to defend them!

INFORM YOURSELF AND OTHERS
Know the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the laws of
your country and the ways you can challenge children's
rights violations.
It is important to ensure that your peers are aware of what
they are entitled to but also aware of their responsibilities.

WORK WITH YOUR SCHOOL TO
CREATE A REPORTING SYSTEM:

Work with your fellow students and
teachers to create an effective reporting
system in your school.
Start by making your school a safe space for
children to report anything that may be affecting
their well-being!

LETTER-WRITING CAMPAIGN
This is a powerful way of getting the attention of
government! Send letters as a school to challenge
particular issues! But always remember to offer
solutions to the problems do not just list the
problems!

Different ways to
engage with Justice:
charity
Charity

Put The Justice Desk's
Poster Up!

Create Children's Rights
posters or put The Justice
Desk's poster up in your
school! This helps to
remind people about
their rights and
responsibilites!

Service

Activism

Service
Activism

Felt Injustice
Social
Movement
Social
Movement

Advocacy
Advocacy
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